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introduction
Research has shown that increasing community participation in organised sport and recreation contributes to social capital which acts as the social fabric that binds New Zealand communities.  Sports clubs, community organisations, and recreational parks and facilities are important conduits for developing social capital and are a good indicator of community strength.
The key benefits of increased social capital through community sport and recreation include:
· Building community sense of pride and belonging
· Increased social inclusion
· Reduced anti-social behaviour
· Educational programmes
· Improved health and well-being
· Economic growth
· Urban and regional regeneration
With almost 80% of Kaipatiki residents actively participating in sport and recreation once a week, 98% of residents participating once a year and volunteering ingrained in the local community, the Kaipatiki Local Board have a unique opportunity to make a considerable difference to their people.
Kaipatiki has 53 sport and recreation clubs, 12 regional sport organisations and 86 sport and recreation facilities which cater for approximately 80,000 of your community residents and potentially 305,000 North Shore City and Rodney residents. 

The North Harbour Region has one of the fastest growing populations in New Zealand, with clear indications suggesting that growth will occur around existing town centres in areas such as Kaipatiki.  These factors need to be taken into consideration when developing effective community strategies around sport, recreation, parks and facilities in the region. 

<Sport Name> endorses the Kaipatiki Local Board priority areas, particularly ‘Building on our sense of pride and belonging’, ‘Making the best use of what we have got’, and ‘Enhance and protect our water quality, leafy suburbs and parks’.  We believe that sport and recreation can play a significant role in achieving successful outcomes within your communities. 

Building on our sense of pride and belonging
<Sport Name> supports the provision allocated to the key projects/initiatives and would encourage the Kaipatiki Local Board Members to consider the following submissions when making the final decisions: 
· Development of partnerships and relationships with other organisations for the delivery of community benefits
<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Local Board community awards recognition for contribution to community
<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Providing space for youth | Provision of youth driven events
<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Development of community safety and enhancement programmes

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>

making the best use of what we have got
<Sport Name> supports the provision allocated to the key projects/initiatives and would encourage the Kaipatiki Local Board Members to consider the following submissions when making the final decisions: 

· Upgrade of the North Shore Events Centre

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Upgrade of community facilities and parks

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Develop partnerships with sporting groups and clubs

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Develop partnerships with other organisations to share facilities

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Development of a regional policy for synthetic fields

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
· Northcote Road sports precinct plan and implementation

<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
Enhance and protect our water quality, leafy suburbs and parks
<Sport Name> supports the provision allocated to the key projects/initiatives and would encourage the Kaipatiki Local Board Members to consider the following submissions when making the final decisions: 

· Tuff Crater walking and cycling network feasibility study
<Sport feedback on this project/initiative>
conclusion
<Sports Name> thanks the Kaipatiki Local Board for the opportunity to comment on the draft local board plan.  We hope that the comments and feedback will help support the decision making and provision allocation process. 
We believe that the final Kaipatiki Local Board Plan will be well placed to become a blueprint for future Sport and Recreation development in the Auckland Plan.

This submission supports the position that Harbour Sport currently holds within the North Shore region and their involvement as a key a stakeholder in any future development of sport and recreation in the Kaipatiki community.
If you would like further clarification of any of the areas raised in this submission, please contact <Name>, <Position>, <Sport Name>.
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